Town of Buffalo is considering amendments to the Town Planned Land Use map
The Town of Buffalo Planning Commission and Town Board are in the process of seeking input on proposed changes to the Town Planned Land Use map, Farmland Preservation areas. On the draft map the areas proposed to be changed to Rural Lands are shown as “Proposed Rural Lands” and if approved would be followed by an amendment of the Town zoning map. The zoning designation would go from Prime Agriculture (AG-1) a 40 acre minimum to General Agriculture (AG-2) a 10 acre minimum. Besides minimum acreage size the other impact would be that new homes are a permitted use under AG-2 and under AG-1 a new home requires the rezoning of a 1-5 acre parcel to another district.
[bookmark: _Hlk532372076][bookmark: _GoBack]The next Planning Commission meeting to discuss the proposed changes and potentially make a recommendation to the Town Board will be March 7, 2019 at 7pm in the Town Hall. Your thoughts and comments are encouraged and can be made by either attending the March meeting, emailing them to the Town Clerk at townshipofbuffalo@yahoo.com or by writing a letter to the Town of Buffalo Plan Commission, c/o Laurie Beahm-Town Clerk, N1183 17th Road, Dalton, WI 53926. Comments are due prior to the March 7th meeting. If you have any questions on the proposed changes, please call or email Tom Onofrey-Town Zoning Administrator at 608-297-3036 or tonofrey@co.marquette.wi.us

Planned Land Use Map vs Zoning Map
The Town Planned Land Use map is part of the Town Comprehensive Plan. The map was developed over the course of numerous meetings and designates potential future land uses for different areas of the Town. The Planned Land Use map can be best described as a guide to the future development of the Town. The Town Zoning map is part of the Town Zoning Ordinance and divides the Town into different zoning districts, which regulate uses, parcel sizes and building setbacks. The zoning districts were determined by using the Planned Land Use map as a guide. The Zoning Ordinance and map can be best described as the tools used to implement the Town Planned Land Use map. In other words, a “Plan” is a guide and an “Ordinance” is a set of enforceable regulations.
